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During the nineteenth century, the First 
Parish in Brewster became known as The Church 
of the Captains. This was more tham mere 
rhetoric. 


When he passed through Brewster aboard a 
stagecoach bound for Orleans on an October 
afternoon in 1849, Thoreau wrote that "this 
town has more mates and masters of vessels 
which sail on foreign voyages than any other 
_town in the country". 


As the stage with its passengers passed 
by that day, this church building, which was 
then only 15 years old, must have presented 
a striking picture in the autumn landscape. 


In his foreword to J. Henry Sears' book 
entitled "Brewster Shipmasters*®, Joe Lincoln 
wrote, "Sea Captains ? Why there were none 
but sea captains in Brewster of old. When 
the writer was a Brewster boy in the 1870's, 
the American merchant marine was on the wane, 
but even then it was practically certain and 
safe to hail an adult citizen by the title, 
Cap'n. 


"Cap'n Snow kept the village grocery, 
Cap'n Foster was Chairman of Selectmen, 
Cap'n Baker endowed the library. Cap'n 
Nickerson repaired and painted the meeting= 
house (and making a direct: reference to the 
First Parish in Brewster) = of that meeting-= 
house deacons and pew holders, sexton and 
choir leader - indeed every male but the 
minister himself, was captain. 


"Tn the 40's and 50's the young man 
born in Brewster who did not go to sea as 
soon as his schooling was complete, was a 
shiftless no-account. unfit to associate 
with the aristocracy. His comrades shipped 
as cabin-boys under Brewster captains of 
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their father's acquaintance and with Brew- 
ster mates and many members of the crew,. 
studied navigation... and at ages ranging 
from 21 to 25 became captains themselves, 
Later they intended to become ship owners 
with offices in Boston and New York and 
with property afloat on every sea. Some- 
day they were to come back to Brewster, 
build fine houses, and settle down at ease 
while their own sons took up the work." 


In her "Reminiscences", Augusta Mayo, a 
lifelong member of this church and herself 
the daughter of shipmaster,. Jeremiah Mayo, 
tells us that it was the custom in those 
days when anyone went to sea to have his 
name read from this pulpit the Sunday prior 
to his departure,. that prayers: might be 
offered for a prosperous voyage and on the 
return, to offer thanks for a safe home- 
coming. Augusta Mayo's life spanned the 
years 1830 - 1881, 


In his book, “Modelling Ships in Bottles™, 
Jack Needham gives us a good description of 
life aboard a sailing vessel during the 
nineteenth century. He writes: 


‘Some people who read about sailing ships 
get carried away with the glamour of it all. 
Unlike steamships, sailing ships could not 
sail in direct lines or along the shortest 
routes. They were at the mercy of the wind 
and the weather,. and a voyage of 9000 miles, 
for instance,. might in reality become 12000 
because of their having to take advantage 
of the prevailing winds (and sometimes no 
wind at all in the "Doldrums") and having 
to tack, or wear ship, which to the lay~ 
man means, in simple terms, to swing all 
the phere yards around at an angle of per-~ 
haps degrees in order to catch a breezZe. 
however short. When one realizes that the 
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the main yards of some of the latter day 
sailing ships weighed in the region of 9 
tons each, it can be realized what sheer 
hard work this entailed day after day, week 
after week, handling stiff wet canvas, often 
in freezing rain or snow and sometimes in 
pitch blackness, 


"Most shipowners were careful to the 
point of being parsimonious regarding 
materials, and heaven help the captain whe 
had a suit of sails carried away in a gale 
or was hindered by a crew who could not 
furl sail quickly enough. 


"Food in those days was usually bad and 
at an absolute minimum, and sometimes: bought 
from a wily ship chandler who gave 'kick- | 
backs, usually at the expense of the crew, 
After a few weeks at sea, such desirable 
commodities as potatoes, vegetables, and _ 
bread disappeared from the menu - if that's 
what you call salt pork, weevil-ridden bis- 
cuits, and the like, Fresh water was ra= 
tioned, sometimes to half a bucketful a day 
for drinking, washing clothes, and brew- 
ing tea or coffee. 


"ro add to this, the crew were usually 
accommodated below the 'fo'c'sle (forward 
end of the vessel) = a damp. musty... dimly- 
lit space often awash with sea water and 
the accumulated debris of smashed crockery 
and fittings which had come adrift in heavy 
seas. Many of the crew suffered salt water 
boils and serious complaints like scurvy. 

a condition caused through lack of fresh 
fruit... vegetables. or as we know now. vita: 
min deficiency. (On some American sailing 
vessels the crew was encouraged to munch 
raw cranberries stored in a barrel ina 
sheltered spot as a preventive against 
scurvy )e 
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| "There was no means of drying clothes, 
bedding, or gloves, and boots. This misery 
could go on for months until the ship 
reached warmer climates, when all the crew's 
pitiful collection of mildewed possessions 
could be brought up onto the upper deck to. 
dry. No wonder crews: used to go ashore and 
get drunk at the first opportunity. Usual- 
ly no men had a better excuse, 


"As practically none of the sailing ves- 
sels ever carried a doctor, it was usually 
the captain's job te reset broken bones, or 
to extract recalcitrant molars, and more 
than one seaman survived primitive opera- 
tions for appendicitis. The usual 'anaese 
thetic! was rum or some other spirit. The 
mind boggles at the agony and hardship some 
experienced in 'those good old days*'. 


"However, life on a sailing vessel did 
something for a man and when a shin reached 
warm latitudes and he was given the onvor- 
tunity to swim, and svend his leisure with 
various hobbies such 2s wood carving. rug-~ 
making, or knitting (almost every sailor 
could knit garments) a lot of hardship was 
temporarily forgotten.™ 


Such was the world of hardship and peril 
which drew young Brewster lads to the sea = 
a world in which thev were remarkably suc= 
cessful in reaching the pinnacle as shine 
masters, 


This was still the ace of "wooden shivs 
and iron men", 


One Yarmouth shipmaster of this era was 
moved to say: “Any man who would go to sea 
for pleasure. would go to hell for pastime™. 


The nineteenth century sea captains of 
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Brewster were a breed set apart from most 
of the Americans of their day. The vosi- 
tions they held required them to assume © 
awesome responsibilities for the safety of 
their men , the ship, and its cargo, and 
bestowed upon them almost absolute author~ 
ity aboard their own vessels. The title, 
"master", was not easily achieved. It im- — 
plied a comprehensive knowledge of several 
diverse fields - seamanship, celestial nav- 
igation, the practice of medicine, business 
acumen, and the ability to make men want to 
do what had to be done. 


Although it is beyond the scone of this 
paper to go in depth into the lives and exe 
ploits of the 38 shipmasters I have identi- 
fied from tags affixed to the news in our 
meetinghouse. I have constructed the table 
included in the appendix of this paper. 

For each of the shipmasters, I have indi-~ 
cated his name, lifespan, age at death, 
place , and cause of death (if known), the 
vessels commanded, and other pertinent ine 
formation. All of these men were deepwater 
masters whose vessels carried the flag 
proudly, despite veril and hardship te all 
parts of the world. 


While a sailing vessel to most of us is. 
just that and nothing more, you will note 
that the table makes reference ta five spe- 
cific types of vessels - brigs, barks, 
schooners, ships, and clippers. Each of 
them had certain characteristics of design 
and rig which rendered them most suited for 
job they were designed to do. The clipper 
shiv represented the crowning glory of the 
age of sailing vessels: - the naval archi- 
tect's answer to the search for speed under 
sail. 


The clippers appeared on the scene about 
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1850 and were gone (for the most part) by 
1875, their demise brought about by the 
completion of the Suez Canal in 1869 and 

the development of steam vessels. Yet in 
their day the clippers could outrun steam 
shins. The fastest clippers attained sneeds 
of >1 knots. 


It is suggested that the reader consult 
the appendix of this booklet. The silhoue 
ettes: of sailing vessels included there are 
intended to vortray the distinguishing fea- 
tures of brigs, barks, shins, and schooners 
as they appeared in profile under sail at 
sea. At the time the writer presented this 
paper on October 18. 1975 at a meeting com- 
memorating the °75th Anniversary of the 
First Parish in Brewster, enlargements of 
these were displaved. Rendered by Mr. J. 
Wilbert Hutton at the reauest of the writer, 
these enlargements have been framed, and 
are displayed in the Meetinghouse from time 
to time. 


Biographical sketches for five of our 
more prominent shipmasters are included as 
follows: 


Cant. Isaac Clark 


He commanded the shio, "Financeer", on its 
journey to Cronstadt. in 1800. He commanded 
the first American mercantile vessel to car- 
ry the American flag in the White Sea. His 
beautiful home which still stands on Stony 
Rrook Road was built in part of lumber he 
brought home from a vovage to Archangel, 

He was one of the petitioners requesting 
that the name of this precinct parish of 
Harwich be changed to "Rrewster™ (1803) 
and he served in the State Lerislature 
from 1803 - 1812. In 1819. in a tragic 
voyage to Africa (with his friend. Cant. 
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Elijah Cobb). he and two other shinvmasters 
- David Nickerson and Joseph Mayo ~- died of 
fever. These men were buried on Prince's 
Island in the Gulf of Guinea ; in Africa, 


Capt. Elijah Cobb 


A son of Capt. Scottow Cobb, who died at 
sea leaving a wife and six children, Blijah 
Cobb was perhaps the most colorful of all 
our shipmasters. He started working away 
from home at the age of 6 years, and went 
to sea at 13. 


AV, 

He was a friend of Robespiere, and did 
business with the French during the Reign 
of Terror. He watched many persons guil- 
lotined. including Robespiere himself, 


He was captured by the British during 

the period of "Orders in Council". He was 
moderator of the famous town meeting in 1814 
to find an answer to the English Commander 
Ragget's threat to burn the Town of Brewster, 
and reluctantly handed over the sum of $4000 
to the British officer as a price for spar- 
ing the town from destruction. Cobb was a 
member of the Committee of Correspondence. 


Capt. Cobb started trading with Africa 
in 1818. He was master of the ill-fated 
ship, "fen Brothers", aboard which Capt. 
Clark sailed as supercargo at the invita- 
tion ef his neighbor, Capt. Cobb. It was on 
this trip that Capt. Clark died of fever in 
Africa. 


The "Ten Brothers" was burned in Boston 
after this trip and Capt. Cobb retired from 
the gea. He was active in town affairs 
after retirement and served as Senator from 
this district in the State Legislature. In 
the words of J. Henry Sears, “he was gath~ 
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ered to his fathers at the ripe age of 81", 
Capt. Tully Crosby 


The older of two shipmasters to bear 
this name, this: man came up as a cabin boy 
under his older brother. His first com- 
mand at the age of 23, was the Plymouth- 
built brig, "Old Celony™. In 1851, he took 
command of the clipper ship, "Antelope", on 
her maiden voyage around the world from 
Boston by way of San Francisco, In the 217 
foot clipper ship, "Kingfisher", he covered 
himself,. his ship,. and the Town of Brewster 
with glory when he raced McKay's clipper,,. 
"Bold Eagle™, Capt. Caldwell commanding 
from Boston to San Francisco by way of éape 
Horn and won, despite the fact that he did 
not leave Boston until two days after the — 
departure of the "Bald Eagle™, In retire- 
ment,, he served this district as Represent. - 
ative to the General Court. He died in 
1891 at the age of 82, 


Capt. Jeremiah Mayo 


Jeremiah*s father was a blacksmith in 
Brewster and had 9 sons whose collective 
height was 55 feet. Five of them died 
either in foreign ports or at sea. Before 
becoming a shipmaster,. he was involved in 
a twoexhour running fight with pirates in 
the Mediterranean. In the ship. "Industry" 
Capt. Gamaliel Bradford commanding, Capt. 
Bradford lost a:leg and young Mayo sus- 
tained a flesh wound,. On the next trip, 
Jeremiah took command in a gale and saved 
the brig, "Salem", from foundering. When 
the ship was sold to the French, he contin= 
ued as master, He was captured by the 
British during the War between France and 
England, He made many trans-Atlantic voy- 
ageSe 


8. 


For a time he continued to run the 
British Blockade during the War of 1812, 
_He was friendly to the French and admired 
Napoleon. In Paris,. he heard the shot in 
the Gardens of Luxemburg that sounded the 
death knell for Marshall Ney... He was ape 
proached by friends of Napoleon after the 
Battle of Waterloe with aq':request that he 
take the General back to the United States: 
on the "Sally". He accepted enthusiastice 
ally, but Napoleon gave himself up to>the 
British insteade. 


About 1820,. Capt. Mayo left the sea for 
good,. and spent the last half of his life 
in Brewster as storekeeper, farmer, packet 
ewner,. president of the lecal insurance | 
company, and chairman of the Board of Ses 
lectmen.. He died in 1867 at the age of 81, 


Capt. ¢. Henry Sears 


He took command of the clipper ship, 
"Titan", in 1855. At the age of 22, he 
commanded "Faneuil Hall". in the European 
trade. At 24. he took the clipper ship 
“Wild Ranger™,.. on the first two trips of 
her career - to San Francisco and return, 


In "fitan™ he carried troops and muni~ 
tiens. between French ports and the Crimea, 
In "Titan™ he also took.the largest cargo 
ef cotton up to that time (6900 bales) to 
Liverpool... She was almost lost on this 
trip when her seams opened up. After she 
had been re-rigged and re-caulked.. Capt, 
Sears took "Titan™ to Melbourne, Australia 
with 1015 passengers. On the return trip 
with a cargo of guano, he ran into a Cape 
Horn snorter and after a battle of four 
days abandoned her 1100 miles off Brazil. 
All hands took to the boats and were picked 
by a French merchantman about a week later 
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and landed at Pernambuco, 


He came ashore for good shortly after 
the Civil War to go into the shipping busi-e- - 
ness:in Boston as J. H. Sears & Company. 
He was the owner of several shins and very 
successful in this venture. Later he ree 
tired to his hometown of Brewster and was 
very active in the affairs of this church 
which he served as a member of the Parish 
Committee. 


In 1897, he gave the tower clock in men- 
ery of his parents. He played a leading 
role in the observance of the 200th Anni- 
versary of the First Parish in Brewster on 


In retirement, he served as vresident of 
the Brewster Pilgrim Club. It was largely 
through his tireless efforts that the 
Provincetown Monument became a reality. He 
also completed a book entitled "Brewster 
Shipmasters™ from which much of the bio- 
graphical information on the shipmasters 
was taken,for use in this paper. 


On the basis of this writer's study of 
the history of the First Parish in Brewster, 
Capt. J. Henry Sears emerges from the dis- 
tinguished company of men and women whe 
have given so much of themselves and their 
substance to this church, as our most prone 
inent layman. 


Recently, I enjoyed the privilege of 
visiting the great grandson of J. Henry 
Sears at his svacious home in a Cane Cod 
village overlooking the sea. As T entered 
the driveway on a late October afternoon 
Old Glory was flying proudly from the flag- 
pole with the J. Henry Sears* burgee be- 
neath. My host was most gracious in shar= 
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ing with me the family cenealogy and the 
treasured memorabilia of J. Henry Sears. 


Quoting again from Josenh C. Lincoln's 
introduction to J. Henry Sears't "Brewster 
Shipmasters", as he continues his observa- 
tions on nineteenth-century Brewstert 


"The stories by the fire, the eossip at 
the post office, or at the breakfast table 
were all of the Sea ~ salty. Nearly every 
Brewster family had at least one member 
afloat, and letters came at intervals with 
queer foreign stamps, and news months old, 
to be read and discussed aver and over acain. 


"Women and children saw fathers only at 
long intervals and waited for news of their 
arrival in far-off ports. Sometimes they 
waited and when the news came it was in the 
form ef a letter from a mate or steward and 
told of a death and burial at sea. Some- 
times thev waited - and waited - and no news 
came, no news of ship, nor officers, nor 
Crewe 


"Many a stone in the Brewster Cemetery has 
tleost at sea*® carven on it, and the mystery 
of that loss will always be a mystery.” 


You will note from the table that 12 
shipmasters of the First Parish in Brewster 
were either lost at sea or died during a 
voyage. Listed in chronological order, they 
were? 


Capt. Isaac Clark =~ Died of black water 
fever - Prince's Island 
Africa = 1819 = Age 58 


Capt. James Crosby =< Died at sea = enroute 


to South America - 
18% — Age 38 years. 


ll. 


Cant. 


Capt. 


Capt. 


Cant. 


Cant. 


Capt. 


Cant. 


Capt. 


Capt. 


Franklin Baker =~ Lost at sea by 
drowning =- enroute 
to West Indies - 
1840 ~ Age 38 vears 


Elkanah Winslow = Died at sea ~ 
buried at Manzanilla, 
Mexico - 1851 - 
Age 49 years 


Freeman Crosby. Jr. =~ Lost at sea 
during typhoon - 
Indian Ocean = 
1863 = Age 32 


Charles Crosby =— Died of gunshot =~ 
Bassein, India =~ 
1864 - Age 31 years 


Charles Hopkins =~ Died at sea - buried 
at Havana, Cuba - 
1866 ~- Age 31 years 


Joseph Lincoln - father of Joseph C, 
Lincoln (prolific 
author of Cape Cod 
stories) =- died at 
sea - buried in Brew-~ 
ster - 1870 - Age 45 


Nathan F. Foster - Lost at sca by 
drowning after 
fire aboard "Cen- 
taur™ - 1874 ~ 
Age 41 years 


Benjamin F. Berry. Jr. = died at sea 
enroute from Manilla 
to Boston - 1881 - 
Age 45 years. | 


William H. Clark = Died at sea enroute 
from Batavia to 
Manilla - 1883 ~ 
i Age 44 years 
Ce. 


Capt. Frank B. Foster - Died at sea enroute 
from Liverpool to 
San Francisco = 
Buried at sea ~ 
1886 — Age 44 years 


The tall square-rigged sailine vessels 
and their courazeous masters are gone now. 
The total of figures in the "age" column 
reveals that collectively our 38 shipmasters: Lc, 
more than 2400 years. Although they seldom 
wrote about themselves (Joe Lincoln reminds 
us that men of action are seldom men of 
words), much of what we value here today 
is: the fruit of their labors. 


For the shipmasters ef the First Parish 
in Brewster and their families, this church 
met the needs of their faith, and they in 
turn gave freely ef themselves and their 
substance.. 


They erected this church in 1834 ( the 
third to occupy this site since 1700). 
They installed the bell in the steeple, the 
tower clock, and the organ, and the warmth 
and simple beauty of this meetinghouse en- 
dure. 


They and their families helped to pre-~ 
serve the Old Burying Ground behind the 
Church,. erecting the ornamental iron fence 
tom enclose it. They also built the first 
Unitarian Parsonage, circa 1865, which we — 
recently demolished. | 


In part, the Sewing Circle was organ-~ 
ized by their wives to help keep the home 
fires burning during the long, lonely months 
of separation when their husbands were away. 
at sea. Throughout its long life this or- 
ganization which continues its existence 
as the Women's Alliance has set an example 
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for all of us to follow - keeving the faith, 
sustaining the courage, and providing the 
financial support to keep us moving along 

a path which has sometimes been rough. 


The First Parish in Brewster had com- 
pleted the transformation from Congrega- 
tional (trinitarian) to Unitarian by 1846. 


May the radiance of what these men and 
their families did, like the afterglow of 
sunset, insvire us to give of ourselves 
and our substance in fulfilling the vrome 
ise of an even brighter tomorrow. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON 38 | 
SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN RREWSTRR 


Identified from brass name vlates 
affixed to pews in Meetinghouse 
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SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN BREWSTER 


Captain Place & Cause of Death 
*Baker,. Franklin At Sea Drowning 
Bangs, Elisha Brewster Natural 
Bangs, Elkanah Brewster Natural 


Bangs, Freeman 4H. Brewster Natural 


Bangs, Hiram Orleans Natural 
Berry, Ben F. Brewster Natural 
“Berry, Ben F.Jr. At Sea Unknown 
*Clark, Isaac Africa Fever 
Clark, William Brewster Natural 
*Clark, William H. At Sea Unknowm 
*Crosby, Charles India Gunshot 
Crosby, Freeman Brewétéer Natural 


*Crosby, Freeman Jr Off China Typhoon 


*Lost at Sea or Died on Voyage 
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Life Span 


18021840 
1805-1886 
1783-1863 


1809-1866 


1824—1879 
1802-1864 
1836-1881 
1761-1819 


1808-1888 
1839-1883 


1833-1864 


1802-1861 


1831-1863 


59 


32 


Ships Commanded, Etceteras 
Unknown. In W. Indian ‘l'rade 
Ships "Rajah™ "Denmark" 
"Faneuil Hall" "Crimea" 
Brig "Danube" 

Brig "Roxanna" Ships "Jos. 
Holmes®™ “Faneuil Hall" 
"Celeste Clark” 


Ships "Reliance”™ "Rienzi" 
"Mary Bangs" 


Barks "Valtrallo" "Rienzi" 
®"Cochituate™ "Reliance® 


Ships "Oxenbridge" "Titan™ 
Commanded first American 
Merchantman in White Sea 
Ship "Brewster" 


Ship "Brewster" Bark "Olive" 
Ship "Electra” 


Bark "Kedar" Ships "Forest 
Queen" "Joseph Holmes" 


Ship "Gem of the Ocean" and 
others. Retired early 


Ships "White Swallow" 
"Liverpool Packet" 
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SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN BREWSTER 


18. 


Captain Place & Cause of Death 
Crosby, Tully Brewster Natural 
Crosby, Tully, Jr. Brewster Natural 
*Crosby, James At Sea Unknown 
Cresby, Jemes BK, Melrose Cold 
Mass. 

*Foster, Frank B. At Sea Unknown 
Fester, Jonathan Brewster Natural 
*Foster, Nathan F, At Sea Drowning 
Freeman, Benjamin Brewster Natural 
Freeman, Charles Brewster Natural 
Freeman, John Brewster Natural 
Freeman, John Jr. Brewster Natural 
Freeman, Solemon Brewster Natural 

*Lost at Sea or Died on Voyage 


Life Span 
1809-1891 


1841-1906 
1796—1834 


1838-1894 


1842-1886 


179081862 
1833-1874 
1808-1884 
1822-1890 
1800-1864 


1835-1900 


1800-1887 


Age 


56 
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65 


87 


Ships Commanded, Etceteras 


Brig "@ld Colony" 
Bark "Arab" Ships "Monterey" 
"Charlotte" Clippers "King- 
Fisher" "Antelope" 


Ship "George Darby" 


Unknown. In W. Indian & 
So. American Trade 


Ships "Oscar" "Magnet" 
"Imperial" 


Bark "Celeste Clark" 
Ships "Kentuckian" 
"Nonantun"™ 


Ship "Konuhassett" & others 
unknown. 


Ships "Expounder"™ "Centeur" 
"Morning Star" »W.B. Dinsmore" 


Shins "Ellen Brooks" 
"Coromandel"' "Secargo" 
"Climax" 

Whaling Ship Master 


Bark "Arab" 

Ship "George Thacher" 
Ships "Kentuckian" "Sybil" 
Barks "National Eagle" 
"Guy G Goss" "Pilgrim" 


Brig "Margaret" 
Ship "Malabar" 
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SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN BREWSTER © 


Captain Place & Cause of Death 
*Hopkins, Charles At Sea Unknown 
Buried 


Havana * Cuba 


Hopkins, Godfrey Brewster Natural 
Knowles, Elijah. Brewster Natural 


Knowles, Winslow Brewster | Natural 


*Lincoln, Joseph At Sea Peritonitis. 
Lincoln, Warren Brewster Natural 
Mayo, Jeremiah Brewster Natural 


Nickerson, Fred Boston Natural 
Nickerson, Joseph . Brewster Natural 


Pepper, Bangs “Brewster Natural 


*Lost at Sea er Died on Voyage 


Life Span Age Shins Commanded. Etceteras 


1835-1866 


1837-1902 


1829-1882 


1789-1870 


1895-1870 


1810-1900 


1£786=1867 


1808-1879 


1804—1880 


(1806-1885 


31 


70 


53 


81 


76 


ibe) 


Clipvers "Kinefisher"™ 


“Mountain Wave" "Santa Claus™ 


Brig "Loranna"™ 


Rark "Carib" Ships "Josenh 
Holmes" "Australia" 
William Brown" 


Rark "Lillie" Shins "White 
Swallow" "Nonantum" and 
"Landseer" 


Shivs "Chile® "Sophia" 
"Coaquimbo" "Albatross" 


Rarks "Mist" "Maria®™ 
"Aurelia™ Father of the 
author Josenh C. Lincoln 


Rrig “Draco" Bark "Mary" 


Brigs "Salem" "Sally" 
Schooner "Lawry" 


Vessels in Surinam and 

So. American Trade, Gave 
generously to support First . 
Parish in RBrewster. 


Shipo'"Kentucky" and others 
unknown. Shiv Chandler in 
later life. Invested in 
Western Railroads 


Brig "Senator" and other 


ships not knowm. Engaged 
in W. Indian Trade 


Pl. 


SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN BREWSTER 


Captain Place & Cause of Death 
Sears. J. H. - Brewster Heart 
Sears, Joseph H- Brewster Natural 


“Winslow. Elkanah Manzanilla Unknown 
Mexico 


*Lost at Sea on Died on Voyage 
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Life Span Ave Shins Commanded. Etceteras 


1829-1912 82 Ship "Faneuil Hall" 
Clipper "Titan" Clipner 
"Wild Ranger" 


1601-1885 8% Packets "Combine" "David 
Porter™ Schooners 
"Atlas" "Cornelia® 
Shins "Asia" Shins “Asia” 
"Faneuil Hall" 


L802@1851 49 Schooners "Carbine" "Vinton" 
Watchman® Rark "Sabra® 
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Five Silhouettes 


TYPES OF SAILING VESSELS COMMANDED BY 
‘ATPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN BREWSTER 


From a booklet entitled 
"Rigs of Nine Principal Types 


of 
Sailing Vessels"™ 
by 
Charles G. Davis 


Used with the kind pvermission of 
Peabody Museum, Salem, Massachusetts 
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The brig is a vessel with two masts (fore and main), 
both of which are square-rigged. On the mainmast 
there is a standing gaff to which is rigged a small 
fore-and-aft sail. There are three classes of brigs: 
the full-rigged brig (shown above), the brigantine 
and the hermaphrodite brig. In all three the fore- 
mast is made in three spars and square-rigged, but 
the mainmast is different rigged in each type. A 
snow was an early variant of the full-rigged brig, 
having a small trysailmast abaft the mainmast. 
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The bark is a three-masted vessel with foremast 


and mainmast square rigged, and the mizzenmast 
(third mast) fore-and-aft rigged. The mizzenmast 
carries no yards: there is a hoist-and-lower fore-and- 
aft sail and a gaff topsail. In comparatively recent 
times four- and five-masted iron barks have been 
built—ships so long and narrow that they would 
break their own backs if built of wood. 
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The term ship is properly restricted to the full- 
rigged ship, that is, a large square-rigged vessel, 
carrying three masts, each of these being composed 
of a lower-mast, top-mast and topgallant-mast, and 
each being provided with yards and carrying a full 
complement of square sails. The above silhouette 
shows a vessel of about 1850; after that date the 
topsails were generally divided into upper and 
lower, for convenience in handling. 
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ToPsSAIL SCHOONER 


The topsail schooner is a two-masted vessel, the 
mainmast of which has a fore-and-aft mainsail 
and gaff topsail identical to those of an ordinary 
schooner. Both masts are made in two spars, but the 
lower foremast is a little shorter than the corre- 
sponding spar of the mainmast, and the topmast is 
a little longer. The foremast and sails carried on it 
are exactly like the mainmast of a brigantine, Le., a 
fore-and-aft topsail, above which are yards carry- 
ing square fore-topsail and fore-topgallantsail. 
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THREE-MASTED SCHOONER 


The schooner is a vessel of two or more masts, fore- 
and-aft rigged. The fore- and mainsails are sus- 
pended from gaffs and laced to booms on the foot 
of the sails. The most popular type was the three- 
masted schooner shown above, which could be 
handled by a captain, mate, cook, and four men, 
but the earliest type was the two-masted vessel, 
and in modern times the number of masts was 
often increased. In the present century one seven- 
masted schooner was built. 
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SOME OF THE SATLING VESSETS COMMANDED BY 
SHIPMASTERS OF THE FIRST PARISH IN RREWSTER 


BARKS 

Arab Kedar Olive 
Aurelia Lillie Pilgrim 
Carib Maria Reliance 
Celeste Clark Mary Rienzi 
Cochituate Mist Sabra 
Guy G. Goss National Eagle Valtrallo 

Brigs 
Danube Toranna Old Colony Salem Senator 
Draco Margaret Roxanna Sally 

Packets 

Combine David Porter 

schooners 
Atlas Carbine Cornelia ILawry Vinton 

Watchman 

Ships 

Albatross Expounder Margaret | 
Asia Faneuil Hall Monterey 
Australia Forest Queen Wm. Brown 
Brewster George Darby Mary Bangs 
Centaur Gem of the Ocean Morning Star 
Charlotte George Thacher Nonantum 
Chile Imperial Oscar 
Crimea Josevh Holmes Oxenbridge 
Climax Kentucky Rajah 
Coauimbo Kentuckian Scargo 
Coromandel Konuhasset: Sophia 
Denmark Landseer Sybil 
Electra Magnet White Swallow 
Ellen Brooks Malabar W.B. Dinsmore 


Clipper Ships:: Antelone Kingfisher Titan 
Mountain Wave Santa Claus Wild Ranger 
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A Thank You 


I wish to thank the following people who 
have been especially helpful to me in pre- 
paring this paper: Althea Alling (Brewster 
Cemetery, Inc.), Walter Babbitt (Brewster 
Archivist), Beth Finch (Librarian, Brew. 
ster Ladies Library), Wilbert Hutton (Art 
Work), Sears Hoyt, Jr.(for information on 
his great grandfather, J. Henry Sears), 
Jane Franklin (Brewster Historical Society), 
Ruth Waliers (Church Historian), and 
Florence Randall ( my wife, for research 
assistance). 
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